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cluding Group R hospitals.
A waste audit addresses the amount,

nature and composition of the waste, the
manner by which the waste gets produced,
including management decisions and poli-
cies that relate to the production of waste,
and the way in which waste is managed.
The waste reduction work plan outlines a
strategy to reduce, reuse and recycle waste
at the establishment. The report will set
out who will implement each part of the
plan, when each part will be implemented
and what the expected results shall be.

The follow-up regulation which focuses
on implementing a source separation pro-
gram is known as Regulation 103/94.

The OHA subsidy application was
made, tenders for waste audits sent out to
qualified waste audit companies, an award
was issued to the preferred vendor Waste
Reduction Group Inc. and our partnership
was born.

Collectively, we created a strategy to im-
plement the waste audit for Homewood.
Waste Reduction Group Inc. weighed and
measured representative samples of bags
collected from the entire facility over a 24
hour period. This gave us a snapshot of
our waste composition and quantities of

our waste generated throughout and more
specific data to support any changes
needed.

The program included our housekeep-
ing team who labelled every single waste
bag as they collected the waste throughout
the facility. They labelled them by build-
ing, by floor, by wing and by waste hold-
ing area. This step was crucial as it gave us

all the details required to identify where
the waste was generated and by whom
within the facility.

We used our Gym as a source separa-
tion and check point for the actual waste
audit. Housekeeping transported the waste
to this location where Waste Reduction
Group completed the details of the audit.

More than 240 health care facilities in Canada have been
invited to participate in the Canadian Hospitals Environmental
Services Study (CHESS).

Environmental managers and infection prevention
professionals representing Canadian acute care facilities of 80
beds or more should have received an invitation to complete a
survey developed by our CHESS steering committee.

This is an extremely important research project, which we
anticipate will have a huge impact on the future of health care
environmental cleaning.

Please take the time to complete the survey to its fullest
potential.

The CHESS study will assess environmental cleaning
and disinfection in hospitals across Canada and the inputs

infection control programs have to environmental services.
The association of these factors with healthcare-associated
infections (HAIs) will be examined. CHESS is a unique
and valuable project and these associations have not been
rigorously investigated over a large jurisdiction such as
Canada. CHESS should provide new strategies for
improving environmental services in hospitals and help
reduce HAIs, resulting in reduced morbidity, mortality and
healthcare costs.

For more information or assistance, contact Dick. E. Zoutman,
MD, FRCPC, Principal Investor, CHESS, at zoutman@queensu.ca
or call (613) 969-7400 ext. 2371 or Keith Sopha, C.E.M., P.H.H.,
President, CAEM at sophkeit@homewood.org or (519) 824-1010
ext. 2380.

Canadian Hospitals Environmental
Services Study (CHESS)

We are ready for your input…

The final clean-up.
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Canadian Hospitals Environmental Services Study  (CHESS)

Steering Committee

Infection Control
Dr. Joanne Embree – Manitoba
Christine Moore – Ontario
Dr. Geoff  Taylor – Alberta

Environmental Services
Rob Scott – Alberta
Louis Anastasakos – Ontario
Mike Nosko – Ontario

CHESS MATES:
Dick E. Zoutman, MD, FRCPC, professor and chair, Division of  Medical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, Queen’s
University, Kingston, Ont.

B. Douglas Ford, MA, Department of  Pathology and Molecular Medicine, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ont.

Keith Sopha, C.E.M., president, Canadian Association of Environmental Management, manager of Housekeeping and Linen at
Homewood Health Centre, Guelph, Ont.

CHESS CLUB:

Rejean Losier – New Brunswick
Brad Moser – Alberta
Jean Francois Champagne – Quebec
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